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BENJA-WIN

Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Mayor Steve Benjamin handily won a second term Tuesday night, besting Councilman Moe Baddourah. Late Tuesday night, 64 percent of votes backed Benjamin.

Mayor faces December referendum
as 1st challenge in 2nd term

ELECTION RESULTS

Thad Moore, Natalie Pita & Sarah Martin
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

They danced, they cheered and they celebrated, but
while their candidate cruised to a second term Tuesday,
Mayor Steve Benjamin’s supporters had their sights on a
bigger prize.
Their real fight — a referendum to establish a strongmayor form of government — was yet to come.
“This is phase one,” U.S. Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C.,
told the crowd. “We’ve got to suit up again.”
Benjamin held a nearly 30-point margin — 64 percent to
36 — over challenger Moe Baddourah, with 95 percent of
precincts reporting results.
Benjamin said the margin gives his campaign momentum
headed toward the Dec. 3 referendum, which would give
the mayor power over the city’s day-to-day operations.
The issue has already become a sticking point among city
leaders.
“I take this as a sign that people want strong, bold,
posit ive leadership,” Benjamin said. “The people of
Columbia are generally good people, are positive people —
people who support seeing a vision over division.”
Benjamin said that he believes it is essential for the
mayor to have power to hire and fire the police chief;
Baddourah repeated throughout the campaign that he
thinks Columbia needs to hire a permanent chief.
“We owe it to the people of Columbia to make sure
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Steve
Benjamin

9,664 votes

Benjamin

Baddourah

Total: 15,012 votes
Vote count with 95 percent of precincts reporting

Baddourah concedes defeat
Councilman will return to seat
after unsuccessful challenge
Sarah Martin

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Councilman Moe Baddourah was surrounded by
family and supporters Tuesday night at Andy’s Deli as
the news that his challenge of Mayor Steve Benjamin
had failed in a nearly two-to-one vote.
Baddourah and his supporters gathered in Five
Points at Andy’s Deli, his uncle’s restaurant. One of
his supporters, Chris LaTorre, said he was there to
support Baddourah and “everything he stands for.”
“He brings a brilliant business mind to managing
the city,” LaTorre said. “He’s very responsive to
requests about safety in neighborhoods.”
LaTorre said the issues that matter most to him are
public safety and burglaries.
“There are lots of burglaries he’s responded to.
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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INSIDE

Moe Baddourah comforts his crying young son at Andy’s Deli in Five Points on Tuesday.
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Police: Miles not victim
of robbery attempt

Cruz visits Columbia
evangelical pastors

Former South Carolina running back Kenny
Miles was not the victim of an armed robbery
attempt when he was shot in Irmo on Monday
afternoon, The State reported.
Richland Count y Sheriff Leon Lott called a
press conference Tuesday afternoon about the
development. Officers currently do not know why
Miles was shot in the arm.
Miles was expected to be released from the hospital
Tuesday. He was listed in critical condition when he
was taken to the hospital early Monday afternoon,
and his injuries were considered life-threatening.
By evening, he had improved; his condition was
stable, and his injuries were no longer considered
life-threatening.
Initially, reporters were told Miles was the victim
of an attempted armed robbery in an office park on
Centrum Drive in Irmo.

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, visited Columbia on
Monday, speaking to a group of 500 evangelical pastors
and their spouses, The State reported.
The first-term senator spoke to the American
Renewal Project, which is funded by the American
Family Association. Former U.S. House Speaker Newt
Gingrich addressed the group twice before winning
South Carolina’s Republican primary in 2012.
While widely discussed as a contender for the 2016
presidential race, Cruz said he was focused on the
Senate for now.
Sen. Tim Scott, R-S.C., also addressed the group.
The American Renewal Project regularly brings
groups of pastors together in battleground states to
encourage evangelical Christians to register to vote.
The pastors at Monday’s event were asked to hold voter
registration drives at their churches in January.

DMX logs 4th arrest
in SC this year
Rapper DMX was arrested for the fourth time this
year Monday, The Associated Press reported.
The 42-year-old musician, whose real name is
Earl Simmons, was arrested at the GreenvilleSpartanburg International Airport around 5 p.m.
Officers at the airport, who knew Simmons had
been arrested multiple times for driving without a
license, arrested him when they saw him driving.
Si m mon s wa s a r re sted for d r iv i ng u nder
suspension, having an uninsured vehicle and not
having a licensed vehicle.
In August, the rapper was arrested in the Upstate
and charged with marijuana possession. He was
due in court on a drunken driving charge two days
after that arrest. In July, he was arrested for driving
without a valid license.
— Amanda Coyne, News Editor

— Amanda Coyne, News Editor
— Amanda Coyne, News Editor

INCUMBENTS, LIBRARIES WIN
All three incumbent city council members won re-election handily Tuesday
night. A Richland County referendum to fund a handful of projects in the
public library system also passed by a large margin.
At-large Councilwoman Tameika Isaac Devine kept her seat with 65
percent of the vote over challenger Tommy Burkett’s 35 percent.
Councilman Sam Davis, who represents District 1, defeated his first-ever
challenger, Bruce Trezevant, 70 percent to 30 percent.
Councilwoman Leona Plaugh won in the fourth district with a vote of 69
percent to 31 percent against Todd Walter.
Richland County will borrow $59 million to renovate and expand its
libraries; 65 percent of voters approved a referendum to do so.

BADDOURAH • Continued from 1
We got extra police as a result of
Moe’s efforts, as well as speed traps
and officers staking the area,” LaTorre
said. “He’s very effective and brings a
business mind to politics. He’s a good
family man and very personable.”
Baddourah’s platform included an
increased emphasis on crime prevention
i n Colu mbia a nd t he h i r i ng of a

permanent police chief. He also has
said that he strongly opposes the push
for a strong-mayor form of government.
Carole Shlon, Baddourah’s aunt, said
her nephew was kind and good-hearted.
“He has t he interest of t he cit y
uppermost in his mind,” Shlon said.
As for the issues that were most
important to her, Shlon also named
BADDOURAH • 3
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they understand not just that we
support the strong-mayor form of
government, but that they fully
understand why it’s important to
have a mayor who wakes up in the
morning thinking about how he
can make this a better city and goes
to bed at night thinking about how
he can do just that,” Benjamin said.
Benja m i n’s pa r t y packed t he
Sheraton Convention Center on
Washington Street with supporters
including Clyburn, former
Democratic Gov. Jim Hodges and
former Republican state Sen. Jake
K not t s. Even men’s basketba l l
coach Frank Martin, Benjamin’s
neighbor, showed up.
Clyburn called Benjamin a “very
bold v isionar y.” K notts praised
his “abilit y to look forward and
predict the future.” Both said they
supported the strong-mayor push.
“There needs to be somebody
that lays out a future and rallies
people around it,” Clyburn said.
“It’s kind of hard to have four or
five different people come up with
a vision.”
The mood was more somber at
Andy’s Deli in Five Points, where
Baddourah watched results come in
with his family.
A f ter conceding t he race,
Baddourah, a city councilman, said
he looked forward to keeping his
seat. He would need to sit down

with his family to talk about his
future in politics, he said.
Baddourah’s wife, Carrie, said
she wa s proud of her hu sba nd
despite the loss.
“He worked so hard,” she said.
“If the election were based on hard
work versus campaign dollars, he
would defi nitely win.”
Baddourah said he hopes to make
City Council work better and that
he looks forward to working with
Benjamin.
Benjamin said he expects his
second term would see a focus on
job creation and crime prevention
in an effort to give the city’s young
people more options. He also plans
to promote mentoring and parks,
he said.
He said the push would be “a
serious focus on making sure that
young people have real choices,
t hat you ng men don’t have to
choose between gangs and jail, that
they have a chance to do the great
things that God has in store for
them.”
But for now, his campaign’s focus
is set on December, and their fight
isn’t over.
“I’m going to sleep in tomorrow
m o r n i n g ,” B e n j a m i n s a i d .
“But we’re gett ing right on t he
bandwagon ... There’s work to be
done.”

Did You Know?
Can you name 20 fruits and vegetables? You
should be eating 5 fruits and vegetables
daily. Add 1 more serving to
your lunch or dinner today!
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3 partisan groups ‘clash’ at college debate
Democrats, Republicans,
Libertarians face oﬀ on issues
Sarah Thomas

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Democratic, Libertarian and Republican student
groups gathered together Tuesday night for the first
Carolina Clash, a political debate between the three
viewpoints.
The debate covered an array of issues including
foreign policy, the economy, student loans, gun
control, gay marriage, abortion, health care and
privacy rights.
Each group was represented by two debaters. The
debate was moderated by two students from the
Carolina Debate Union.
One of the most hotly contested issues was the
Affordable Care Act. The College Republicans’ Anna
Chapman took the stance that there was nothing
wrong with health care before the law’s passage.
“The reason there is a mandate is because people
don’t want it,” said Chapman, a second-year political
science student. “Health insurance is not a guaranteed
right.”
However, both the Libertarians and Democrats
argued that the American health care system did
have problems. Ross Abbott, president of the College
Libertarians, said a better alternative to improve health
care would be to turn it over to the open market.
“Why we decided to take an industry that was
overly bureaucratic and was too expensive and
gave it to the only thing we could think of that was
more bureaucratic and more expensive, in the U.S.
government, I don’t know,” said Abbott, a second-year
business economics student.
Democrat Nick Sottile said that health care is a
human right. The College Democrats argued that
millions are uninsured or underinsured and that health
care needs regulation.
“We had a broken system, and it would have been
irresponsible not to fix it,” said Sottile, a second-year
political science student.
Abortion was also a divisive issue among the three
groups. The College Republicans argued that tax

BADDOURAH • Cont. from 2
safety concerns. As the owner
of a business in Five Points,
Shlon said she was worried
about the safety of the city in
general.
“We’re doing well, but I
want all that can be done to be

Morgan Simpson / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Democratic, Republican and Libertarian student groups watched their peers debate at the first-ever Carolina Clash.
dollars should not go to fund the procedure, while
Democrats said women should have the right to choose
whether or not they should be able to have an abortion.
The Libertarians said that the government should not
be involved in any of these affairs.
On t he issue of gay marriage, t he College
Republicans deviated from the party’s platform and
said that same-sex couples should be able to enter into
civil unions.
“This isn’t the t ypical view; it’s the College
Republicans’ view. I think in the new generation of
Republicans, there aren’t as many that are against gay
marriage,” Chapman said. “We think that civil unions
should provide equal benefits that marriage provides.”
The Democrats supported same-sex marriage on a
federal level, while the Libertarians reiterated that the
government should not be involved.
DG

done to make the area safe for
everyone,” Shlon said.
After conceding the race,
Baddourah said he will continue
to work with Benjamin and
advocate for increased safety
measures in the Columbia area.
DG

@thegamecock
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Benjamin can’t afford to get too comfortable
ISSUE
Mayor Steve Benjamin
cruised to a second term.
OUR STANCE
Leadership is needed
now more than ever.
Columbia residents clearly
support Mayor Steve Benjamin
a n d t h e r e s t o f t h e c i t y ’s
leadership, considering they all
won convincing re-election bids
Tuesday. W hile these votes of
confidence show that Benjamin
and his colleagues have broad
support, t hey should not lull
leaders into complacency; the
city needs strong decision-makers
more than ever.
In that regard, it’s good that a
man with whom we’re familiar
is ma i nt a i n i ng h is posit ion,
and, should the strong-mayor
referendum pass next month,
adopt the role of the city’s top
executive.

Benjam i n, not t he cit y
manager, would have the power
to hire and fire department heads
and run the cit y’s day-to-day
operat ions, and he would be
empowered to set the city’s vision
without the typical infighting
that City Council approval too
often presents.
Th is st rong-mayor s ystem
may help the government combat
the issues that have historically
plag ued Colu mbia a nd have
recently grown in fervor.
Crime and business come to
m i nd i m med iately. V iolence

“Voters have shown
that Benjamin has their
trust and their support
for his ambitious vision
for the city. ...
He must be certain he
doesn’t lose them.”

i n Five Poi nt s, for exa mple,
ha s g row n to a fe ver pitch ,
culminating in the shooting of a
USC freshman last month. While
security in the area has been built
up, this is an issue that police
presence can combat, but proper
municipal action could vanquish.
Cu lt iv at i ng a nd fo ster i ng
Columbia’s economic growth is
another issue of huge importance
to the city.
We’ve written before about
our concerns with Benjamin and
his style, especially his handling
of t he ambit ious Bu ll St reet
redevelopment project earlier this
year. We still have those concerns
as he enters his second term.
But Colu mbia voter s have
shown that he has their trust and
their support for his ambitious
vision for the city.
I n h i s ne x t t e r m — a nd ,
potentially, his new role — he
must be certain he doesn’t lose
them.

USC should give disabled more support
Community often
overlooked on campus
W hen we t hink of October,
many of us think of Halloween and
Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
but often forgotten is that October
was also Disabilities Awareness
Month.
The Office of Student Disability
Ser v ices (OSDS) work s to aid
this underserved population on
campus. According to the office,
t here are approx imately 1,400
students, or nearly 5 percent of the
student body, who are registered
for services.
T he se st udent s come f rom
all backgrounds and encompass
a spectrum of both physical and
mental causes. W hile physical
disabilities are usually noticeable,
many other disabilities are not.
Vision problems, dyslex ia and
learning disabilit ies are a few
examples which cannot be seen
just by looking at someone.
The number of obstacles these
students must overcome to receive
an education often goes unnoticed.
The campus is not easily accessible
to t hose in wheelchairs or on
crutches, and professors can be
difficult to work with in facilitating
these students’ academic efforts.
Facult y and staff often do not
understand t he importance of
fol low i ng t h rough on OSDS
student requests, from copies of
PowerPoint slides to extra time on
exams.
K a r e n Pe t t u s , d i r e c t o r of
t he OSDS , sa id she bel ieve s
com mu n icat ion is para mou nt
when discussing t he need for
accommodations.
“Many students have hidden
disabilities, and faculty may not see
the student as having a particular
need,” Pettus said. “They think of
the student as getting preferential
treatment, but that is not the case

at all.”
While some faculty are willing
to help once t hey understand
there’s a need, others outright
refuse to accommodate students.
If this occurs, the Office of Equal
Opportunity has to get involved.
I n add it ion to t he need
for g reater awa reness a mong
professors and graduate assistants,
these students could make use
of transportation and academic
support around campus.
We have Five Points shuttles
already provided for intoxicated
st udent s , why is t here not a
shuttle to transport students in
wheelchairs? Pettus elaborates
on t h i s need: “ T here a re so
many people who need adapted
transportation; we could use 2-3
vans.”
S t u d e nt s a n d f a c u lt y m a y
also be surprised to learn there
are no scholarships for students
with disabilities at
USC. Students with
d isabi l it ie s of ten
have to take fewer
classes each semester
because they might
take longer to get
around campus or to
Steven
read and study for
Asbill
courses.
Fourth-year
Another impasse
pharmacy
f
a
cing disabled
student
students is adequate
parking. It would be
nice if USC could allocate a lot on
campus for the disabled. Although
the Americans with Disabilities
Act requires handicapped parking
at most businesses, and the same
applies to USC, many don’t realize
that students with disabilities are
required to have a state handicap
decal as well as a special USC
decal. There are very few handicap
spaces on campus to begin with,
and the rule forcing these students
to obtain an addit ional decal
should be rescinded.

While athletes have an academic
center devoted to helping them,
students with disabilities only have
a room too small for a wheelchair
with a couple of computers.
Last year, USC planned a day to
honor Marcus Lattimore after his
knee injury during the Tennessee
game. We all love Marcus, but
when is there going to be a day
honoring people who cannot walk
at all?
In order to help these students
reach their full potential, more
resources should be allocated for
them. One way students can help
is by signing up to serve as note
takers for students taking the same
courses. For this service, students
need only copy t heir notes at
the Office of Student Disability
Services after class for the other
student.
Additionally, simply befriending
our fellow students would provide
g reat i nsight i nto t hei r da ily
st r uggles. It would be a great
gesture if our administrators could
visit OSDS on a regular basis and
see to it that these students are
well-served.
Students with disabilities are
valuable members of the Carolina
communit y. They demonstrate
cou rage a nd deter m i nat ion
and epitomize what it means to
overcome life’s obstacles.
We s hou ld do ou r p a r t t o
commend these students not only
in October, but throughout the
year.

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?
Do you want your
opinion voiced in The
Daily Gamecock?
Contact viewpoints@
dailygamecock.com for
more information.

Internet’s fitness resources
improve effectiveness
Online guides provide
beneficial instruction
If you didn’t catch the paper yesterday, here’s
the big headline: USC is a top nationally ranked
university in health and fitness.
As someone who regularly takes advantage
of the Strom Thurmond Wellness and Fitness
Center and the tennis courts and soccer fields
on campus, this didn’t surprise me. Even if
you’re not active yourself, you can see students
running around campus, Five Points and the
city at all times of the day.
I’ve been frequenting the Strom since my
first year on campus. Since then, I’ve changed
my workout habits a lot as I learn new things
about fitness and take new classes. I’ve also
noticed a shift in the workouts of
others, as more and more people
join online fitness communities
like the ones on Tumblr, Twitter
and Instagram.
Girls aren’t just doing endless
cardio in hopes of losing weight,
and sk ipping weights because
Emilie
they’re “afraid of getting huge.”
Dawson
Thanks to the Web, more people
Third-year public
are learning about how effective
relations student
weight training and cardio are,
a nd now I see more creat ive
workouts each time I go.
Another benefit of looking at weight loss
or f it ness informat ion online is t hat t he
people who post them won’t stop. A New York
University study showed that often when people
diet, their friends and family compliment them
as encouragement. However, the Daily Mail
wrote, “the positive recognition people receive
when discussing their diet can be interpreted
as accomplishment. As a result, dieters are less
likely to stick to their plan as strictly as before.”
This doesn’t mean you have to be secretive
or go it alone. When my friend and I decided to
really give up bad food and get in shape, we held
each other accountable to keep ourselves on the
right track.
Following fitness blogs can have the same
effect, because you’re constantly seeing images
telling you to run, squat, lift, walk, dance or just
move. It’s also a great way to learn more about
what you need to eat to accomplish any fitness
goal — weight loss, muscle growth or whatever
it is you wish to pursue.
On that note, food is a huge part of fitness,
and there’s a lot of misinformation about it.
There are a lot of quick fi xes like juice fasts or
detox, but if you’re busy with school and work,
you don’t have time to sit around all day due
to the lack of energy these cause. Websites
and apps like MyFitnessPal or BodyBuilding.
com help you easily track what you eat as well
as figure out what you need to be eating to
accomplish your goals.
If you’re scared to try a group exercise class,
don’t be. Everyone in there is a part of the
university community, and they all want the
same thing as you: to be a better version of
themselves.
If you still just want to dip your toes, go
online and search anything related to “fitspo” or
“fitblr” on Tumblr. Having the help of a million
strangers just might be the push you need to get
into a healthier and more fit lifestyle.

CONTACT INFORMATION

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p age i s to st i mu l ate
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
authors are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must be
200 to 300 words in length and include
the author’s name, year in school and

area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards of
USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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Off-Off Broadway raises
money for charity

Courtesy of Oﬀ-Oﬀ Broadway

‘Off Off Brothel’ production
brings awareness
to sex slavery in United States
Erika Ryan

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Start ing Thursday, musical t heater group
Off-Off Broadway will premier its production
“Off Off Brothel” to raise awareness for the
Polaris Project at Benson Theatre. This play is
an original story with the integration of popular
songs written by Caroline Powell and directed by
Brittnie Cooper and Trey Stoddard.
The Polaris Project is an organization that
deals with global, modern-day human trafficking,
slavery and prostitution on a domestic level. Off
Off Brothel is a dark comedy, but its purpose is
to open the eyes of the viewers to an important
social issue.

“We want people to realize that sex slavery is a
continuing issue. It occurs not only in Thailand,
China ... but also here, in the United States. You
can’t fi x something unless you realize there’s a
problem,” said Christina Ta, the president of OffOff Broadway, in a written response.
Off-Off Broadway’s Musical Revues do not
charge for admission; therefore, all earnings
come directly from patron donations. Half of all
proceeds from “Off Off Brothel” will be donated
directly to the Polaris Project.
Jay Titus, a fi rst-year economics student, has
taken pleasure in the preparation of his first OffOff Broadway show.
“I’ve just really enjoyed all of it: getting to
know people and making friends,” Titus said.
“The rehearsals are long ... but they’re really fun
when you get to put on a good show.”
Titus added that he was ver y luck y to find
Off-Off Broadway his fi rst semester, and he could
see himself continuing with this club for the next
four years here.

A fourth-year art education student, Charlotte
Furr, is an Off-Off Broadway veteran. As her fifth
Off-Off Broadway production, Furr is head of set
design and social chair for “Off Off Brothel.” Furr
normally just sings and helps out, but for “Off
Off Brothel,” she took on more responsibilities.
“This show is actually the fi rst time I’ve gotten
an acting role and have had to learn lines,” Furr
said. “This show is defi nitely more risqué, and it’s
fun because that’s something you normally don’t
get to experience.”
When asked about the premiere of “Off Off
Brothel,” Furr suggested those in attendance to
keep an open mind. “Come, have fun, enjoy the
show, laugh a little, but defi nitely take something
home from it.”
“Off Off Brothel” premieres at 8 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 7 at Benson Theater with free admission.
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‘Confessions’ features family ties, lies
Novel-turned-play captures
parent-child relationships
Alex Kaechele

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Looking for a satisfying show that
spills family secrets that are filled
with drama? “Confessions of a Good
Man” is exactly the play for anyone
who can relate to problems within a
family or those who simply love to
hear secrets.
The show is based on Kevin A.
Rasberr y’s book, “The Evolution
of a G ood M a n ,” i n wh ic h t he
audience gets a glimpse into t he
mind of a father and his struggles
while his sons take three extremely
dif ferent pat hs as t hey aspire to
be like him. W hile t he brot hers
are trying to follow their different
interests, family lies and secrets are
spilled along the way that may either
destroy or release them from their
self-identity.
Director Donna Johnson tries to
realistically capture the effect that
parents have on their children and
has overcome the many challenges
of bringing a story on paper to life
in the nine months that the play has
been showing.
There are a total of 14 actors
involved and about 20 crew members
that helped make this play at WOW
Productions a success.
Dana Bufford, who plays Kesha ,
an independent single mom who
wants the best life for her son, said
of the cast: “They are a very special
g roup of t a lented people t hat I
wouldn’t change for the world.” She

has had roles in notable plays like
“For Colored Girl” and “Def ying
Gravity,” and she has even worked
with Tyler Perry Studios on several
projects.
T he show is play i ng at t he
Harbison Theatre in Irmo Friday,
Nov. 8, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday,
Nov. 9, at 2 p.m. a nd 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20.
DG

Photos courtesy of WOW Productions

“Confessions of a Good Man” opens at Harbison Theatre in Irmo on Friday.
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‘Last Vegas’ doesn’t rise above sitcom antics
Comedy proves predictable
despite Oscar-winning cast
Jonathan Winchell

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Last Vegas”
Director: Jon Turteltaub
Starring: Michael Douglas,
Robert De Niro, Morgan
Freeman, Kevin Kline, Mary
Steenburgen
Rating: PG-13 on appeal for
sexual content and language
Four lifelong friends all above the
age of 60 reunite in Las Vegas for
the bachelor party of the one friend
who has never married. Billy (Michael
Douglas) is a wealthy bachelor who
decides to marry a woman half his age.

Pa d d y ( R o b e r t D e N i r o) i s a
recent widower who spends all his
time living in his apartment in his
bathrobe. Archie (Morgan Freeman)
is a divorced grandfather living with
his overprotect ive son because he
recently had a small stroke and must
take it easy. Sam (Kevin Kline) is a
married man who loves his wife, but
their relationship has lost its spark
in the bedroom. His wife gives him
permission to have sex in Vegas as long
as she never hears about it.
When Billy suddenly tells Archie
and Sam about his wedding and the
trip to Vegas he has planned, they jump
at the opportunity. Billy does not even
call Paddy to tell him the news because
they have a strained relationship, so
the others get the scowling grump off
his recliner by telling him Billy could
not make it. Billy did not attend the
funeral of Paddy’s wife for reasons
that are revealed through the course
of the fi lm.
W hile in Vegas, the men meet a
middle-aged lounge singer named
Dia na ( M a r y Steenbu rgen), who

Courtesy of MCT Campus

(From left) Kevin Kline, Robert De Niro, Michael Douglas and Morgan Freeman play
four lifelong friends who take a trip to Las Vegas in Jon Turtletaub’s “Last Vegas.”

enchants them when she takes the
stage. They all fl irt with her, especially
Paddy and Billy.
At this moment, one could stop the
film and tell how the plot will play out.
This character plans on doing this but
ends up realizing he does not need to
do it, and these characters will fight
over this character and so on.
T he f i l m is d i rec ted by Jon
Turteltaub (“The K id” (2000), the
“National Treasure” films) and written
by Dan Fogelman (“Crazy, Stupid,
Love,” “The Guilt Trip”). CBS fi lms
produced this mild comedy, and it is
not surprising.
The fi lm never rises above sitcomlevel antics such as old men swearing
and people being pushed into pools
and jokes about urinating, napping and
Viagra.
All of this is very predictable and
kind of embarrassing for five Oscar
winners (including Steenburgen), but
their charm and chemistry push the

film along nicely. It is very middle-ofthe-road humor that amuses but rarely
produces big belly laughs.
De Niro has been sleepwalk ing
through his career in the last decade
for the most part, and just his screen
presence makes up for a lot when it
comes to his performance. Kev in
Kline has the best comic timing of the
group and supplies the film with many
of the best one-liners and quips.
“Last Vegas” will not become a
comedy classic, but one could spend
a worse evening or afternoon at the
cinema. It is a perfectly acceptable
romp, especially for older audience
members who know the careers of the
stars.
If De Niro punching his fists in the
air in front of a mirror does not make
the viewer recall another fi lm of his,
perhaps the viewer should see another
fi lm.
DG

SOCCER • Continued from 10 shutouts during the 2013
campaign. D’Angelo also
“We focus as a whole.
won a share of the award
Our entire group plays
in 2011 as a freshman.
defense and then we all
She also earned a spot on
at t ack a nd we’ve ju st
the All-SEC First Team,
been solid defensively,”
her second time receiving
Smith said. “Our attack
the distinction, and is
is different that we’re just
joi ned on t he l ist by
bet ter orga n ized. We
redshirt junior defender
possess well, we create
Taylor Leach. Freshman
opportunities, we play
m idf ielder Chelsea
nice soccer.”
Drennan was also
Monday, junior keeper
recognized for her efforts
S a b r i n a D ’A n g e l o
t his season, earning a
was na med t he SEC
spot on t he SEC A llDefensive Player of the
Freshman Team.
Ye a r. T h e C a n a d i a n
Today’s game can be
national has allowed just
seen at 3:30 p.m. E T
11 goals and recorded 10
SAND • Continued from 10
The Gamecocks will face their fi rst
real competition as they travel down to
Tallahassee, Fla., Saturday to take on
Florida State and Georgia State.
With no history to draw on and a vast
array of possibilities before the South
Carolina sand volleyball program, Vitt
said her aspirations mirror her coach’s.
“A goal of ours would be to make the

on t he SEC Dig it a l
Network.
W it h revenge on
the Gamecocks’ minds
and no added incentive
n e e d e d i n t o d a y ’s
quarterf inal matchup,
Smith said her team has
been eager and raring to
go all week.
“Hav ing a second
chance, an opportunity
to beat a team that beat
you early on is a great
opportunit y,” she said.
“A n d w e ’r e l o o k i n g
forward to it.”
DG

National Championship in Gulf Shores,
but our overall goal is to establish a
really great program,” Vitt said. “This
Saturday, we can really show what we
can bring to the table as a new program
since schools don’t know what to expect
from us. Hopefully this is the start of a
good program.”
DG
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

TRAVEL

Great 3BR only 8 min from
campus 3BR 2bath in The
Avenues only 8 minutes
from USC campus. Perfect
for students. Big fenced
backyard with deck & shed.
Well maintained with lots
of upgrades & extras. New
Kitchen cabinets, counter tops
and flooring. New windows.
Close to River Walk. Call Janet
Murphy w/ Russell & Jeffcoat
803-206-1701
Email janetmurphy@
russellandjeffcoat.com

Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Midlands, $50 sign on
bonus for $10/hr work-study
positions. Please give us a call
at 803-231-3355.

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5 Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice
of thirteen resorts. Appalachia
Travel. www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

Experienced Personal
Trainers needed Pt and Ft
hours available. Gym is 1
mile from campus. Contact
Anne Marie for details
803.799.9455.
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

9

SERVICES
MassageOnTheMove 4mi>DwnTwn w/ appts@WCola
Studio or OnSite group/event
Stu/Fac20%OFF RegPrice
Details@ MassageMove.com

See Yourself Here.

CAMPUS CHANNEL 4

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Look beyond your own
self-i nterest. W hat
c a n y o u p r o v id e f o r
your community? Your
leadership skills are in
demand and get tested.
R e a d t h e m a nu a l o r
consult an expert when
needed. Pass with flying
colors. Make your family
proud.

Creat iv it y f loods
your zone. Dive into
imagination, and
discover somet hing
you d id n’t k now
about you rself. Ta ke
care of your physical
body. You’re asked to
assume authority. Your
willingness to stand firm
helps.

New opportunities for
m a k i ng mone y keep
show i ng up. Rev ise
your budget, planning
for t he long ter m.
Don’t forget to consider
expenses. Everything’s
easier when you love
your work. If you don’t,
look for t he silver
threads.

Your research flourishes.
Build a strong foundation
for t he f ut u re. The
small steps you take now
will benefit you tenfold
later. Invest in energ y
efficiency. Find ways to
conserve resources. Travel
is easy.

Gemini

Sh i f t you r approac h
from the analytical left
brain to t he creat ive
right. Love continues
to be part of t he big
picture. Friends help you
keep priorities straight.
Repurpose something
that would have been
tossed.

Yo u ’r e s u r r o u n d e d
by love t hese day s.
Add ex t ra doses of
self-confidence to the
equation, and the result
can be explosive. Take
charge of your destiny
wit hout break ing t he
r u le s . G e t c r e at i v e .
Involve someone fun.

Yo u’r e o n f i r e w he n
it comes to f i na nces.
Consider new elements,
or ones you’d forgotten.
With organization and
discipline, you can’t be
stopped now. Partners
hold the key. Look for
w h a t ’s m i s s i n g , a n d
provide that.

A dd ent hu sia sm a nd
i nspi rat ion to you r
projects by looking for
the heart connection.
Use what you know and
what you feel. Can you
hear the sound of love?
Fi l l you r home w it h
space and lightness.

Find the time and space
for quiet contemplation.
Disconnect from
social media or other
distractions for a while.
Focusing on a personal
passion project could
yield surprising results.

This phase is good
for comprom i se. For
example, stick to your
budget. Really listen to
your partner and to your
own words, so you don’t
say something you don’t
mean.

Confront what you think
you know. Watch what
you take for granted. The
prize is not in the answer
but in the questioning.
Make an important longdistance contact. Take
care of a friend.

Taurus

Cancer

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Capricorn

TODAY

TOMORROW

DOC CHAD AND TATSUYA NAKATANI
DUO
8:30 p.m., $8
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

I ANTHEM, CANOPY CULTURE, MAKESHIFT
JUKEBOX, EAST FROM WEST
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
The New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

ENFOLD DARKNESS, OVID’S WITHERING,
INVOKING THE ABSTRACT
8 p.m., $5
The New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

FIRST THURSDAYS ON MAIN
6 p.m. to 9 p.m., free
Main Street

11/06/13

Aquarius

Pisces

You’re inclined to play,
and that’s fi ne. But don’t
let it distract you from
accompl ish i ng you r
goals. In fact, use your
playfulness to increase
your productive output.
Your friends are a big
help.

The Daily
Gamecock
on

11/06/13

1 2 3 4

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

ACROSS
1 Argentine dance
6 Move a little
10 Peak
measurement:
Abbr.
14 Abraham nearly
sacriﬁced him
15 Right-hand person
16 Curtain material
17 Cocktail party
mouthful
19 Unsullied
20 Woo with a tune
21 Fill, as a moving
van
23 Swallowed
24 New Mexico art
community
25 1950s kiddie
show hosted by
“Miss Frances”
32 Bewildered
33 Dundee
demurrals
34 Horror ﬁlm
franchise
36 “So Sick” R&B
artist
37 Collect
compulsively
39 It may begin with
“Knock knock”
40 Bird that can hold
its coffee?
41 Many Christmas
trees
42 Steakhouse
order
43 They frequently
shoot par or
better
47 Word often
sighed
48 Big Band __
49 Whacks on the
bottom
52 On cloud nine
57 Yale Bowl rooters
58 Very last moment
60 List heading
61 Buck sufﬁx
62 Bunsen burner
cousins
63 Did laps, perhaps
64 Hair care
products
65 Put into effect
DOWN
1 Eccentric
mannerisms
2 1968 U.S. Open
champ Arthur

3 Solution for a
hairy situation?
4 Show
astonishment
5 National anthem
in Nunavut
6 Depress
7 It waits for no
man, purportedly
8 Dictator Amin
9 Stepped in for
10 Sun Bowl site
11 Praise
12 Beigelike shade
13 Prez’s next-in-line
18 Brussels-based
defense gp.
22 Fireworks
reactions
24 Title of the ﬁrst
Fabergé egg
owner
25 Copenhagen
native
26 Anatomical canals
27 “Bye Bye Bye”
boy band
28 Preﬁx with thermal
29 Grind together, as
one’s teeth
30 “__ Mio”
31 California
hoopster
35 Dampens
37 Run into trouble

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

38 Warriors in
Warcraft games
39 The PB in a
PB&J, maybe
41 Columbo
portrayer
42 Fixed price
44 Kidnapper’s
demand
45 Long-tailed
tropical wall
climbers
46 Approximately
49 Tennis match
parts
50 Oxen’s burden

51 Enslaved
princess of opera
52 Earth sci.
53 Business
envelope abbr.
54 Turner on stage
55 Apple product
56 “__ Magniﬁque”:
Porter tune
59 Anger
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South Carolina seeks revenge against Georgia
Gamecocks set for SEC
tournament quarterfinals
Dalton Abel

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

If t he Sout h Carolina women’s
soccer team is going to make a run at
its first SEC Tournament title since
2009, it will first need to dish out some
revenge today.
When the third-seeded Gamecocks
t a ke t he f ield ag a i nst t he si x t hseeded Georgia Bulldogs in Orange
Beach, Ala. for the SEC tournament
quarterfi nals, they will be looking to
avenge a 2-0 loss suffered at Georgia
Sept. 20. The defeat spoiled South
Carolina’s undefeated 7-0-1 start to
the season.
“We defi nitely remember that fi rst
loss,” senior midf ielder Elizabet h
Sinclair said. “They’re a good team,
but I think we’re definitely excited for
a second go around at them.”
The Gamecocks (15-2-2, 8-2-1 SEC)
fi nished the regular season with their
best winning percentage (.842) in
program history, capped off by a 2-1
victory over Kentucky on senior night.
However, Texas A&M and Florida
both won Thursday to grab a share of
the SEC regular season title, leaving
South Carolina a half-game behind.
“O ne of ou r goa ls wa s to w i n
t he conference so it was a l it t le
disappointing,” Sinclair said. “I think
it just gives us some motivation that we
need to know every game is important,
that we really need to go into each
game with some intensity.”
I n t h e s e n i o r n i g h t v i c t o r y,
sophomore midfielder Raina Johnson
provided her fifth game-winning goal
of the year in the 83rd minute. The
goal was Johnson’s eighth of the season,
the most by any Gamecock this season.

Jeﬀrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Sophomore midfielder Raina Johnson leads South Carolina in goal scoring after netting her eighth of the year against Kentucky.
With the strides she’s made this
season, Johnson symbolizes the overall
improvement the team has undergone
from where they were a year ago.
Johnson said she took it upon herself
to bring South Carolina back to glory.
“I wasn’t satisfied,” Johnson said.
“I knew that I had to step it up this
season; everyone knew that they had

to step it up, so that’s what I did: [I]
worked hard from last fall and all the
way through spring and summer and
was able to see some results.”
Johnson has of ten been able to
provide a spark for a South Carolina
offense that is otherwise pedestrian by
the numbers. The Gamecocks are 10th
out of 14 SEC teams in scoring offense,

but lead the league and rank 15th in
the nation with a .559 goals-against
average.
However, coach Shelley Smith is not
concerned with the numbers. The first
and only priority is to play good, team
soccer.
SOCCER • 8

Sand volleyball to open
inaugural season with
trip to Florida State

WHAT THE HECK

Moritz hopes to expand new sport
beyond South Carolina campus
Connor Hazelton

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Sophomore running back Mike Davis received just 15 carries Saturday, despite leading the conference in rushing.

Offense proves unimpressive
South Carolina, Mississippi State
both plagued by mistakes
in Saturday’s game
South Carolina’s 34-16 victory over Mississippi
State Saturday was about as exciting as watching
an episode of “The Young and the
Restless.”
OK , OK , it wasn’t t hat bad. I
have to say I’d rather watch football,
baseball, basketball, soccer, tennis,
rugby, CSPAN, grass grow or a wall
than sit down and watch a soap opera.
But nevertheless, I did find myself
Kyle
watching
the game clock more than
Heck
the game itself in the second half.
Sports
Editor
Both teams’ offenses were riddled
with mistakes this past weekend.
However, Mississippi State threw interceptions
while the Gamecocks went three-and-out, and that
proved to be the difference.
The Gamecocks intercepted MSU sophomore
quarterback Dak Prescott three times and forced
five total turnovers to cover up South Carolina’s
poorest of fensive ef fort of t he season. The
Gamecocks barely scratched the 300-yard mark on
offense and struggled mightily in the second and
fourth quarters.
But the defense, which has played well the last
four games, was the bright spot Saturday and served
as the reason the Gamecocks won despite being
outplayed on offense.
That performance will only improve their
confidence level as they enter their final bye week
before a crucial three-game stretch to close out the

season.
But what the heck is up with the slow starts?
The Gamecocks have allowed their last four
opponents to get on the board. While they have
won three of those four games, that’s still not a good
trend to have. But in two of those games, South
Carolina has allowed virtually nothing after the
opening drive scores. Arkansas scored a touchdown
on its first possession but the Gamecocks cruised
from there, winning 52-7.
After Mississippi State methodically drove down
the field on its fi rst drive, the Gamecock defense
held them in check for the most part the rest of the
game.
Senior quarterback Connor Shaw admitted that
he didn’t have his best performance of the season
against the Bulldogs last weekend, but still managed
to throw four touchdowns on just 10 completions.
We also saw freshman Pharoh Cooper play more of
a role in the offense, standing under center in the
“Wildcat” formation, especially late in the second
half.
But despite the win, the offense took a step back
against MSU. Sophomore tailback Mike Davis,
who leads the SEC in rushing, had just 15 carries
on the day. That would be understandable if South
Carolina was playing from behind most of the day,
but that wasn’t the case. Spurrier obviously wanted
to throw the ball, but in a close game against say,
Florida or Clemson, Davis could be the key to
victory.
But, as the experts say, a win is a win and the
Gamecocks will take it, no matter how ugly it was.
DG

On March 21, a brand new sport was added to South
Carolina’s list of varsity teams. And when it kicks off
its inaugural season Saturday, the match won’t happen
on grass, a court, a track or in a pool but in the sand.
Sand volleyball coach Moritz Moritz, who was
previously the assistant head coach for the school’s
indoor volleyball team, saw only positives to be gained
by stepping into the head-coaching role for the new
sport.
“I saw it as a huge opportunity to build something
from the ground up, not just here at South Carolina,
but the sport on the collegiate level,” Moritz said.
“The sport is only a couple years old, and it’s a unique
opportunity to develop a program, and there’s no
better place to do it than South Carolina. The support
from the school and Columbia has been great.”
Freshman Jade Vitt was also very excited to take
part in the Gamecocks’ first season in the sand.
“I’ve been playing (volleyball) the past four years,
and I love how different it is from the indoor game,”
Vitt said. “And I also love being outside.”
Since the sport is fairly new, few colleges have
added it to their lists of varsity teams, but South
Carolina will still go up against some of the sport’s
top competition.
“We don’t have a conference yet, but we were the
first SEC school to add the sport, and LSU followed
just recently. We’re hoping other (SEC) schools
add soon so that we can compete for a National
Championship, as well as a conference championship,”
Moritz said. “We’re very fortunate to be able to
compete against teams like College of Charleston,
UAB, LSU, Louisiana Monroe and Florida State. The
scheduling process is open-ended.”
A testament to the uncertainty of the uncharted
waters that are scheduling a sand volleyball season,
South Carolina’s only matches listed on its online
schedule fall in Saturday’s opening meet.
In the first season of the sport’s existence, it’s hard
to gauge how successful the team will be, but Moritz
said the main goal is to build and get better each day.
“Since we’ve never competed against anyone, it’s
kind of hard to say where we’re at as a program. It’s
not fair to put us at any certain place right away. We
do present a unique challenge since no teams really
know what to expect from us,” Moritz said. “We
have amazing potential from the indoor program to
our outdoor program, and this Saturday will be a
big indicator when we travel to Florida to compete
in an exhibition and see how we compare with other
programs. It’s going to be fun to see how we compare
from now to the start of the season in March.”
SAND • 8

